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The subject-matter of claim 11 Is directed to a method of treatment. 
However, the method is defined by the method of determining expression 
level of (a) marker gene(s) and Is not defined by features of the 
treatment as such. Claim 11, thus, represents a combination of two 
different and irreconcilable types of process claims. Steps (1) of claim 
11 relates to a process of identifying and step (11) relates to a 
process of using. Step (11) builds on the Intellectual knowledge gained 
by steps (1), rather than defining a specific medicament or a specific 
use. This results in a claim which lacks technical features to an extent 
that It cannot be searched. 



The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to 
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been 
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary 
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO 
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is 
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has 
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the 
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any 
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase 
before the EPO, the applicant 1s reminded that a search may be carried 
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5), 
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be 
overcome. 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions in this international application, as follows: 

Invention 1 : Claims 3-5,12,14-15,17-18 (partly) 

Methods of detecting, diagnosing, screening, monitoring and 
giving prognosis about a neoplastic disease in a subject; 
methods of screening a plurality of subjects for a 
neoplastic disease; and methods of screening for substances 
with curative effect on a neoplastic disease by determining 
the expression level of at least one marker gene and 
comparing the expression with a reference pattern wherein 
the marker gene consists of SEQ ID N0:1. 



Inventions 2-114: Claims 3-5,12,14-15,17-18 (partly) 

Methods of detecting, diagnosing, screening, monitoring and 
giving prognosis about a neoplastic disease in a subject; 
methods of screening a plurality of subjects for a 
neoplastic disease; and methods of screening for substances 
with curative effect on a neoplastic disease by determining 
the expression level of at least one marker gene and 
comparing the expression with a reference pattern, wherein 
the marker gene consists of one of SEQ ID N0:2-3, 9-10, 14, 
16-17, 19-21, 28. 30, 33, 35-39, 41-42, 44-49, 52-54, 56-57, 
59-60, 62-64, 66-57, 70-73, 75-80, 84-85, 88-91, 93-97. 99, 
102-103, 107, 109-112, 114-123, 125-127, 130-131, 134-137 or 
139-165 



Inventions 115-158: Claims 1-10,12-24 (partially) 

Methods of characterizing the state of, detecting, 
diagnosing, screening, monitoring and giving prognosis about 
a neoplastic disease in a subject; methods of .screening a 
plurality of subjects for a neoplastic disease; and methods 
of screening for substances with curative effect on a 
neoplastic diseaseby determining the expression level of at 
least one marker gene and comparing the expression with a 
reference pattern, wherein the marker gene consists of one 
of the marker genes from Table 2, namely SEQ ID NOs: 4-8, 
11-13, 15, 22-27, 29, 31-32, 40, 43, 50, 55, 58, 61, 68-69, 
74, 81-83, 98, 100-101, 104-106, 108, 113, 124, 128-129, 
132-133 or 138. Further, kits containing 47 primer pairs and 
probes or only probes and methods for determining the 
expression of all of the marker genes from Table 2. 
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Methods of characterizing the state of a neoplastic disease 
in a subject; methods of screening a plurality of subjects 
for a neoplastic disease; and methods of screening for 
substances with curative effect on a neoplastic disease by 
determining the expression level of at least one marker gene 
and comparing the expression with a reference pattern, 
wherein the marker gene consists of one of SEQ ID N0s:51, 65 
or 92 and a kit containing primers and probes suitable for 
determining the expression of all 47 marker genes of Table 
2. 



Inventions 162-181: Claims 2,4-10,12-13, 15. 17-18, 20,22»24 

Methods of detecting, diagnosing, screening, monitoring and 
giving prognosis about a neoplastic disease in a subject; 
methods of screening a plurality of subjects for a 
neoplastic disease; and methods of screening for substances 
with curative effect on a neoplastic diseaseby determining 
the expression level of at least one marker gene and 
comparing the expression with a reference pattern, wherein 
the marker gene is one of the marker genes with SEQ ID Nos 
472-491. Further, kits containing 20 primer pairs and probes 
or only probes and methods for determining the expression of 
all 20 marker genes having SEQ ID Nos 472-491. 
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